
Year Two Curriculum: Autumn Term 1 

 

LITERACY 

Reading – word reading 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 

until automatic decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent 

 read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes 

taught so far, especially recognising alternative sounds for graphemes 

 read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same 

graphemes as above 

 read words containing common suffixes 

 read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word 

 read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, 

when they have been frequently encountered 

 read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, 

sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue 

hesitation 

 re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 

Reading – comprehension 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding 

by: 

 listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of 

stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read 

independently 

 discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information 

are related 

 becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, 

fairy stories and traditional tales 

 being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways 

 recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry 

 discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to 

known vocabulary 



 discussing their favourite words and phrases 

 understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently 

and those that they listen to by: 

 drawing on what they already know or on background information and 

vocabulary provided by the teacher 

 answering and asking questions 

 predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far 

 participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to 

them and those that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to 

what others say 

 explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, 

both those that they listen to and those that they read for themselves. 

Writing – transcription 

Spelling (see English Appendix 1) 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 spell by: 

 segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by 

graphemes, spelling many correctly 

 learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings 

are already known, and learn some words with each spelling, including a 

few common homophones 

 apply spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1 

 write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words 

using the GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so far. 

Handwriting 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another 

 start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters 

and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left 

unjoined 

 write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to 

one another and to lower case letters 

 use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 

Writing – composition 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: 



 writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real 

and fictional) 

 writing for different purposes 

 consider what they are going to write before beginning by: 

 planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about 

 writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary 

 encapsulating what they want to say, sentence by sentence 

 make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by: 

 evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils 

 re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 

indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in the 

continuous form 

 proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for 

example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly] 

 read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the 

meaning clear. 

Writing – vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by: 

 learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly, including 

full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks,  

 learn how to use: 

 sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, 

command 

 expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for example, the blue 

butterfly] 

 use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in 

discussing their writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MATHS 

Number and Place Value 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 count in steps of 2, 3, and 5 from 0, and in tens from any number, forward and backward 

 recognise the place value of each digit in a two-digit number (tens, ones) 

 identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations, including the number 

line 

 compare and order numbers from 0 up to 100; use <, > and = signs 

 read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and in word 

 use place value and number facts to solve problems. 

Addition and Subtraction (this continues into Autumn 2) 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 solve problems with addition and subtraction: 

 using concrete objects and pictorial representations, including those involving 

numbers, quantities and measures 

 applying their increasing knowledge of mental and written methods 

 recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use related 

facts up to 100 

 add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial representations, and 

mentally, including: 

 a two-digit number and ones 

 adding three one-digit numbers 

 show that addition of two numbers can be done in any order (commutative) and 

subtraction of one number from another cannot 

 recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction and use 

this to check calculations and solve missing number problems. 

 

SCIENCE 
Animals, including humans 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults 

 find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for 

survival (water, food and air) 

 describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts of 

different types of food, and hygiene. 

 



GEOGRAPHY 

 use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 

locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and 

right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map 

 use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks 

and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use 

and construct basic symbols in a key 

 use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of 

their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features 

of its surrounding environment. 

 

ART 

Pupils should be taught: 

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, 

experiences and imagination 

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, 

texture, line, shape, form and space 

 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and 

making links to their own work. 

 
 

P.E. 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 master basic movements including running, jumping, throwing and catching, as 

well as developing balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply these 

in a range of activities 

 participate in team games, developing simple tactics for attacking and 

defending 

 

Computing 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private; 

identify where to go for help and support when they have concerns about 

content or contact on the internet or other online technologies. 



MUSIC 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs  

 play tuned instruments musically 

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and 

recorded music 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related 

dimensions of music. 

 

P.S.H.E. 
Me and My Relationships 

 Suggest actions that will contribute positively to the life of the 

classroom;  
 Make and undertake pledges based on those actions. 

 Use a range of words to describe feelings;  
 Recognise that people have different ways of expressing their 

feelings;  
 Identify helpful ways of responding to other's feelings. 

 Recognise, name and understand how to deal with feelings (e.g. 
anger, loneliness);  

 Explain where someone could get help if they were being upset by 
someone else’s behaviour. 

 Recognise that friendship is a special kind of relationship;  
 Identify some of the ways that good friends care for each other. 

 Explain the difference between bullying and isolated unkind 
behaviour;  

 Recognise that that there are different types of bullying and 

unkind behaviour;  
 Understand that bullying and unkind behaviour are both 

unacceptable ways of behaving. 
 Understand and describe strategies for dealing with bullying: 
 Rehearse and demonstrate some of these strategies. 

 

 


